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We know being active and eating good food are
key to a healthier population.We also know there
is plenty of underused public land that could be
used to grow food on.

So our ask is simple…
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How de we 
change the law 
so that more 
people have the 
right to grow 
more food in 
their local 
community?
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INTRODUCTION

We know we can transform people’s
lives for the better by actively
growing food together in our
neighbourhoods and by supporting
more local food producers and
markets.

But often, the first steps in this self-
help journey are made more
difficult because of obstacles
unintentionally put in the way of
citizens working to invest in a kinder
future.

The biggest obstacle of all to more
local food growing is the lack of
available land close to peoples
homes.

The land is there across our public
realm, from verges to unloved, often
forgotten, sites. It simply needs to
be repurposed to better nurture our
communities.

This is not a political statement but
a statement of common humanity
in times of great need. It is a
statement that many can coalesce
around.

The Incredible Edible model has
shown how local food growing can
bring people together to reduce
loneliness, connect with nature,
combat climate change, provide
healthy diets and stimulate local
economies.

Our experience over the years has
identified the need for holistic
solutions to these problems that
can achieve multiple benefits for
people and planet.

Transforming space in cities for food
growing creates green cities which
are cooler in summer, less polluted,
better for our mental and physical
health, better for wildlife and
encourage local food spend. And
because many of these actions are
about giving power to people to
shape their community, they turn
out to be more sociable and more
connected places.

People working together for a healthier greener future.
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INTRODUCTION

Communities are being held back
from being more active by a lack of
land for local food growing. The
desire and ambition are there, but
without land communities simply
can't crack on with the positive
change that we all need after the
pandemic. The frustrating thing is
that the land is there in underused
verges, space waiting for
development or land which is
simply derelict.

A lot of this land is in public sector
ownership and is either costly to
manage or not managed at all.
Where communities have the
resources and the opportunity they
may enter into leases or even buy
small pieces of land. But for most
community food growers that
aspiration is out of reach and what
we need is a simple way for local
people to access land which is
cheap and doesn't involve lengthy
and complicated legal agreements.

We know there is plenty of land that
could be used for local growing, so
our campaign is asking a simple
question. How can we make a new
law to speed up and simplify
access to land for community
growing?

The answer is to give people a right
to grow on suitable public sector
land. Our proposed new law would
do just that and creates a sensible
and balanced system which can
transform the look and feel of our
communities. We all know the plots
of land in our community which
could be permanently, or just for a
few years, made available for
growing. This new right would
create opportunities for
communities and public sector
bodies to come together to make
the very best use of public sector
land. With the drive to build back
better, this is an idea whose time
has come.

State and citizen working together for a healthier greener future.
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INTRODUCTION

This document contains a brief description of 
what our new legislation would do, and you can 
find a draft of the detailed legislation on our 
website here.   

We already have widespread support for this 
measure. In the coming months we have 
meetings scheduled with parliamentarian’s, 
community networks, local Government, 
business and NGOs to gain their support for this 
measure to get this right on the statute books

4186
hours of time given per 
year.

84%
of Incredible Edible 
groups develop new 
plots every year.. 

“ the Incredible 
Edible model 
was created to 
reflect the 
shared 
elements of 
peoples 
everyday lives” 

www.incredibleedible.org.uk/

Our aim is to build a grand coalition to grow.

CASE STUDY - Leicestershire

Famous for being the home of the pork pie, 
and stilton cheese, food has always played an 
important role in the county of Leicestershire. 

Leicestershire Partnership (NHS) Trust, with 
the support of Incredible Edible, is 

demonstrating that growing, cooking and 
eating our own produce are essential 

elements of  maintaining a sense of wellbeing 
in both individuals and communities. This 

principal of using food to bring people 
together has spawned a number of successful 

activities for Trust staff, patients and  
volunteers alike.

https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk/
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THE CITIZENS RIGHT TO GROW BILL

We believe the way to transform local food
growing is to give people a right to grow on
‘suitable’ public sector land. Why just public
sector? Because this is the obvious place to start
as public bodies already have a level of
accountability and corporate social
responsibility towards the public. And why a
new law? Simply because that is the most
powerful way of getting the big enabling
change we need. Of course communities need
much more than new laws if they're going to
thrive. Morale and cash to get started are as
important. This new law, however, will deal with
one of the major blockages to progress and
enable much greater levels of local action. The
legislation is based around two simple
principles.

1. Asking local authorities to identify
on a map all public sector land
which is suitable for growing or
environmental enhancement.

2. To create a simple process
whereby communities can apply
to cultivate this land for a defined
period without the need for a
formal lease or complex license.

Box out information

And why a new law?
Simply because that
is most powerful way
of getting the big
enabling change we
need.

A grass roots response to climate change



CASE STUDY
From Lambeth

Lambeth is a long, thin, densely populated London borough lying south of the River Thames, stretching 

from Waterloo in the north, to Crystal Palace in the south. It has a population of 325,000, 70% of whom 

live in flats. The population is diverse, with 30.4% non-White, of which 11.5% are Black African and 9.8% 

are of Caribbean origin. It has one of the largest diasporas of Portuguese (around 30,000). 63,000 

households live on estates managed by the Council and housing associations.

Despite lockdown restrictions, 2021 has been productive! With 
funding from the Mayor of London, we have worked across six 
housing estates, supporting a change in the way that estate land 
is managed – from barren harshly mown grass to abundant food 
growing and pollinator friendly spaces, for residents to enjoy.

Each estate project has been resident-led. It takes time but we 
are witnessing the first shoots of a core group of engaged 
community gardeners across all the estates. This year, we have 
worked with Arup, a multi-disciplinary firm of designers, 
planners, engineers, consultants and technical specialists. Arup 
has supported us to develop a digital map for the borough to 
identify potential food growing spaces.

A mixture of Geographic Information System (GIS) and citizen-
led mapping has helped us to pin-point the most needed areas 
for food growing, and the places where there is neglected land 
that could be transformed. Our next steps are to see how we can 
connect with landowners and lobby for land to be released to 
local communities, short or long term.

The Blooming Lambeth Awards is our annual showpiece when 
we encourage all food growers to nominate themselves or 
people they know. There are eight categories, ranging from Best 
Volunteer Gardener to Best Veg Patch. We have a fabulous 
awards evening each October, where we get together to hand 
out prizes and celebrate another year of growing.
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THE COMMUNITY RIGHT TO GROW BILL

The provisions of our proposed new law would:

Create a legal duty on local authorities  to publish a list of land held by all 
public authorities which is suitable for community cultivation or 
environmental enhancement.   We are still working through how wide this 
list would be, but it would include local authorities and all Government 
departments and agencies including the NHS.   It might also include water 
utilities.    The presumption would be that all this land is suitable for 
cultivation or environmental enhancement unless there clear and 
demonstrable reason why not.  So, the answer is yes unless there’s clear and 
sensible reason why not.

Create a right to cultivate land on the list through a certificate of lawful 
use.   The community can apply for this certificate at any time and once 
issued by the local authority they can cultivate the land for the agreed period.   
There would be no change in the ownership of the land and no rental charge 
would be applied. The presumption would be that all this land is suitable for 
cultivation or environmental enhancement unless there is a clear and 
demonstrable reason why not. So, the answer is yes unless proved otherwise.

The provisions of the new law
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THE COMMUNITY RIGHT TO GROW BILL

Communities would be able to nominate 
land for the list if they felt the council had 
missed an important asset. 

Once on the list the land can’t be 
disposed of for a defined period and the 
community has the right to bid for the 
land if it’s being sold.

Communities could use the land for food 
growing or environmental 
enhancement.   This ensures land which 
may be unsuitable for cultivation because 
of contamination could be used for non-
food gardening or bee keeping.

Public authorities would be able to 
refuse to include public sector land if 
they can show it is going to be used to for 
other public interest objectives, like social 
housing within a period of 24 months. 

47%
of our Incredible 
Edible groups spend 
their time promoting 
local 

We believe UK 
citizens have a 
right to use 
their local 
public realm 
and other land 
funded 
through the 
public purse 
for cultivation 
and activities 
related to local 
food

believe in the power of small actions 

The provisions of the new law
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We don’t pretend this new law would not be 
a perfect solution because there will still be 
arguments about what suitable for 
cultivation means.  

But by creating a duty to map land suitable 
for growing and environmental 
enhancement it reduces the scope to say no 
and reveals the scale of local possibilities for 
change.      

In the coming months we'll be doing our best 
to persuade parliamentarians to support this 
measure and we will be looking for a 
coalition of partners who could help bring 
pressure to bear on the Government to 
support this legislation.    Government has to 
enable the change to make local food 
growing blossom.   Let's reconnect people 
with the land and make our communities 
healthy and green. 



CASE STUDY
From New Mills

Key learning for creating a positive food environment

New Mills is a small town at the edge 
of the Peak District National Park, in 
one direction, and Greater 
Manchester, in the other. Steep hills, 
an industrial heritage, and a strong 
sense of community define the 
place. Incredible Edible New Mills 
cultivates six separate sites within 
the town, mostly along the Sett and 
Goyt river valleys.

These are diverse spaces, from 
planters at the railway station, a plot 
in a car park, to the spacious grounds 
of two care homes. What they have 
in common is that they are spaces 
that matter to people, but that are a 
little bit unused, neglected, or simply 
too big for their owners to handle. 
We have made them into welcoming 
spaces where people in the town can 
work together on growing and 
harvesting fruit, herbs, and 
occasionally even vegetables!

78%
Of our groups 
purchase 
their 
resources 
locally for the 
group. 


